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2 Chron. XXXI, 21. 


- And in every Work that be began in the 
Service of the Houſe of God, and in the 
Law, and in the Commandments to ſeek 
his God, be did it with all bis Heart, and 


proſper d. 


HERE is ſo neceſſary a Connexion be- 
tween the Happineſs of Governors, and 
that of the People committed to their 

Charge; that as there lies an indiſ le Obli- 

gation upon Princes and all that are in Authority 

to govern in the Ways of PFiety and Righteouſ- 
neſs, in order to the Welfare and Proſperity of 
the Publick, as well as 7 account of their own 
private Duty to God; ſo the People have always 
great Reaſon to be very thankful to God, when 
under the Admmiſtration of pious 'and religious 

Princes, they enjoy both in the natural courle of 

things, 4 Advantages of Peace and 

* Government, and have morcover a particular 

Title to the extraordinary B of Providence, 

and to all the Promiſes God has made in Scripture 

to the Righteous, of national Proſperity. 


B God 
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_ God, who i is perfect Goodnefs, and who com- 


municates to all his Creatures ſuch proportions of 


Happineſs, as is ſuitable to the Original or iwpro- 
ved Capacities of their Natures ; has ſo framed 
and conſtituted the Nature of Man in this preſent 
State, that as every particular Perſon, with re- 
gard | to the Temper of his own Mind, 1s in great 
meaſure either Happy or Miſerable within him- 
ſelf, in proportion as his Paſſions are more or leſs 
ſubjeR to the Direction and Government of right 
Reaſon ; ſo Numbers of Men in Societies likewiſe, 

do ly either promote or deſtroy cach 


other 9 — their Dealings One with Ano- 
ther are either juſt and righteous,cquitable and cha- 


ritable, bonorable and publick-ſpirited ; or, on the 
contrary, baſe and malicious, deceitful and un- 


CY violent and oppreſlive. The Happineſs 


h Mankind would enjoy even here upon Earth, 
i all Mens Paſſions were kept ſubject to 12 
and every private Intereſt made ſubſervient to the 
publick ; is greater than can be expretied in 
Words, or than can caſily be conceived in the 
Imagination: And to — 4a that Happineſs con- 
ſtant and perpetual, among Perſons of ſuch a Di- 
ſpolition ; there would be wan wanting little other 
Goommunees, but that of Right Reaſon ; and few 
other Love, than only * DiQatcs of Conſci- 
ence, which are the Law of the Moſt High. But 
this being the State, not of Earth, but of Heaven ; 


not 
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not of the preſent World, but of that New Hea- 
cent and New Earth, wherein is to dwell univer- 
{al Righteouſneſs ; That which in the next place 
is moſt deſireable, and which is the higheſt degree 
of Happineſs that can in Fact be attained to by 
Mankind here upon Earth; is, that the Practiſe 
of Righteouſneſs and true Virtue may be eſta- 
bliſhed and 1 by Human Laws; that the 
Execution of thoſe Laws be intruſted in Juſt 
and Wiſe Hands ; and that Governors, both Su- 
preme and Subordinate, at the ſame time that 
they impartially adminiſter Juſtice to others, be 
themſelves Examples of that Virtue and Goodnets, 
which the deſign of all good Laws is to promote 
the Practiſe of: That fo, thoſe who fear not 
God, nor love Righteouſneſs, may yet cither 
thro' Shame, or the Fear of Men, be in mea- 
ſure reſtrained within the Bounds of their Duty; 
and, if they will not, out of a Senſe of Religi- 
on, indeavor to do Good in the World ; yet at 
leaſt, by the Coercion of wiſe Laws, they may 
be prevented from being able to do much Miſchief 
iN it. 

As the greateſt Calamity that can befal Man- 
kind, 1s to be left in a State of abſolute Anarchy 
and Confuſion, to devour each other like wild 
Beaſts ; in a State, wherein Force gives Right to 
all manner of Oppreſſion, and Fraud and Violence 
are practiſed with all Impunity and without Re- 
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ſtraint: 
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ſtraint: And the Next to this extreme Calamity, 
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is bad Government ; wherein either Laws promote 
CT __ to prevent ; or Gover- 
nors, againſt La w, thoſe very Practiſes 
which tis the whole Intention of their Office to 
reſtrain ; and Princes OI their 
and own Subjects; 

— 222 delivers them; 
n the Seat of Judgment, and 
Extortion and Rapine are eſtabliſhed as it were 
by a Law :. As ſuch bad Government, I ſay, is 

the Next great Calamity to having 10 K 
at all; So, on the ry, next to that An- 
Faradice, wherein 
of . other Laws 


3 


Effects, 

by the whole Exerciſe of its Power, promotes 

the Honour of God in the World, and the pub- 

lick Welfare and Happinels of Mankind. 
Accordingly, the principal Inſtruments whic!: 

y makes uſe of, either in convey- 


God 
ig his greateſt Temporal Bleſlings to Mankind, 


or in inflicting his ſevereſt Puniſhments on any Na- 
tion or People, are Good or Bad Princes. 


Tis 
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'Tis remarkable in the Hiſtory vi the ſcwiſh. 
Nation, that when they rejected the Lord, Wat be 
ſhonld not reign over tim, 1 Sam. 8, 7; the 
Threatning wherewith the Prophet was coin- 
manded to endeavour to deter them from their 


diſobedient Purpole, was this; wer. 9. Proteſi 
ſolemnly unto them, aud ſhow them the Manner 

the King that ſball reign over theur. He will take 
your Sons, and appoint them for himſelf, for bis 
Chariots, and to be his emen; and ſome ſhall 
run before bis Chariot: Aud will ſet them to ear 
his ground, and to reap bis Harveſt, and to make 
bis inſtruments of War, and infiruments of bis Cha- 


yards, and your Oliveyards, even the beſt of them, 
and give them to his Sergants.----- And je Hall cry 
out in that day, and the Lord will not hear you. 


There have been ſome ſounreaſonable,as to interpret 


this Paſſage, not as a threatning of Puniſhment ex- 


preſs d in the Character of a bad Government, but 


as a Delegation of that Power which God intended 
all Governors ſhould have a Right to exerciſe. But 


the whole Scope and Cornexion of the Words, e- 
vidently ſhows the contrary. Ard the Hiſtorics ot 


the Eaſtern Nations of the World, who have long 
lived under the E erciſe of ſuch abſolute Arbitra- 


ry Dominion, ſhows how inexpreſſibly great a Ca- 


lamity ſuch Governments are to Mankind: And 


the Experience even of a neighbouring Nation a- 


riots ; And be will take your Fields and your Vinc- 


lo: . 


— — 
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which from one of the potenteſt and moſt 
flouriſhing Kingdoms upon Earth, has been redu- 
ced even to the extreme deyice of [Milcry ; is a 
ſufficient evidence of this Truth. Moſt reaſonably 
therefore, and as a moſt proper Argument to de- 
ter the Jews from continuing in their wanton Diſ- 
poſition of rebelling againſt God's Government, 
might the Prophet threaten them with being made 
ſubje& ro ſuch a Dominion. 

On the contrary, in thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, 
wherein are promiſed the greateſt Temporal Bleſ- 
fings that God ever beſtows on any Nation or Peo- 
ple, ſuch Promiſes are frequently and moſt empha- 
tically expreſs d under deſcriptions of mild and gen- 
tle Governments; of Governments wherein Juſtice 
is eſtabliſh d by wiſe Laws, or adminiſter'd by the 
Will of Righteous Princes. In the 72d Pſalm, 
the Deſcription of a Prince, the Greatneſs and 
Proſperity of whoſe Government was to be a Type 
of the Bleſſedneſs of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah; 
is this: He ſball judge the People according unto 
Kigbt, and defend the Poor : Ile ſhall keep the ſim- 
ple folk by their Right, defend the Children of the 
Poor, and puniſh the Wrong Doer : — He ſball come 
down like the Rain into a Fleece of Wool, even as 
the drops that water the Earth; In bis time ball 
the Righteous flouriſh, yea and abundance of Peace 
ſo long as the Moon endureth : — He ſhall deliver the 
Poor when he crieth, the Needy alſo, and him that 

bath 
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bath no helper 
ple and Needy, and ſhall preſerve the Souls of ihe 
Poor. And in the 6oth Chapter of 1{x144, the 
final reſtoration of Jeruſalem, which perhaps is no 
other than a Deſcription ot the Happincis ot the 
Heavenly State it (elf ; becauſe a-nobler and lotti- 
er Figure could not be borrow'd from any thing 
to be found on Earth, is expreſs'd by this Simili- 
tude : wer. 17. I will make thy Officers Peace, and 
thine ExaStors Righteouſneſs : Violence ſhalt no more 
be heard in thy land waſting nor deſtruction within 
thy borders ; but thou ſball call thy I all. Salvati- 
on, and thy Gates Praiſe : —— Thy people alſo ſhall 
be all righteous. | 

Some Proportions of this Bleſſedneſs, both by the 
natural Conſequence of things, and by the politive 
direction and interpoſition of Providence, do, even 
in this preſent mit and uncertain State of things, 
always attend any Nation; when Unrighteouſneſs 
and Debauchery are in any meaſure diſcourag d by 
the good Diſpoſition of the People, or by the pi- 
ous Indeavours of a Wile and Religious Governor. 
We of this Nation have ( thanks be to God ) 
expericnc'd good and very great Effects of this 
Kind; And, was it not for our Unthankfulneſs 
and Unworthy Returns for God's Bleflings , 
might have reaſon ſtill to expect more. The Jew- 
iſh Nation, whoſe Hi was written for our Ex- 
ample, was always blefied with ſingular Proſperi- 


y, 
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war right in the ſighi 


when under any pious Prince they lived in re- 
red. and ne- 
ver in a more conlpi manner, than in the 
days of that excellent Perſon, of whom it is re- 
corded in the Words of the Text, that in every 
Work that he began in the Service of the Houſe of 
God, and in the Law and in the Commandments to 
ſeek his God, he did it with all bis Heart; and 

Proſpered. | 
The Words are part of the Character of that 
pious Prince, Hezekiab, King of Judah; of whom 
the Scripture tells us, that be did that which 
the Lord, according ts all 
that David his Father had done; and that he kept 
ſuch a Paſſover, as had not been kept before, from the 
days of David unto that Day; and that he wrought 
that which was good and right and truth, before the 
Lord bis God; and in every work that he began in 
the Service of the bouſe of God, and in the Law and 
in the Commandments to ſeek bis God, be did it with 
all I is heart : And the Text adds, that he Proſper- 
ed; and that God bleſſed him according to his ſin- 
gular Piety. For when Sennacherib King of Afſy- 
nia came up againſt him and againſt Jeruſalem with 
a mighty Hoſt to take it, the Lord ſent an Angel, 
( 2 Chr. 32, 21.) which cut off all the mighty 
men of valour, and the Leaders and Captams in the 
Camp of the King of Aria, ſo that he returned 
with ſhame of face to his own Land; And the Lord 
ſaved 
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ſaved Hezckiah and guided him on every fide, and 
he was magnified in the fight of all Nations from 
thenceforth, . 23. We cannot in this profanc 
and licentious Age, apply to our ſelves the Zeal 
wlerewith the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem aſſiſted 
their pious King in his carneſt Endeavours to re- 
ſtore among them the Religion and Piety of their 
Anceſtors : Neither, if we could, had we any 
warrant to expect ſuch miraculous interpoſitions ot 
the immediate hand of God on our behalf, as his 
peculiar People then experiencd ; But the endea- 
vours of that pious Princeſs whom God has now 
ſet over us, to diſcourage all Immorality, Debau- 
and Profaneneſs, and to promote the pra- 
ale of true Religion and Piety in this Nation; 
are not inferior to the Diſpoſitions of any 
of the pious Kings of Judah: Nor are the Suc- 
ceſſes wherewith the Providence of God has bleſs'd 
us in this Auſpicious Reign, againſt the common 
Enemies of our Religion and Liberties; much leſs 
remarkable, than the Deliverances work'd former- 
ly by dire& Miracle for the Children of Iſrael. 

In the Words we may obſerve, 

1. That the firſt and principal care of good Prin- 
ces, is to promote the intereſt of true Religion and 
Virtue the People committed to their charge. 
In every work that he began in the Service of the Houſe 
of God,and in the Law and in the Commandments to 


ſeel bis God; be did it with all bis Heart, Princes 


C are 
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are the Vicegerents of God upon Earth; intruſted 
with Power from him for the Qevernmuene of 
Men in Societies, and for the maintenance of 
Peace and Juſtice and good Order in the World. 
This Power is veſted in different Hands, and limi- 
ted with different Regulations, and exerciſed i In 
different Manners, according to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of different Nations; but the Power it- 
ielf is of Divine Original and Appointment, being 
the Ordinance and Conſtitution of God; For which 
reaſon Governors, both and Subordinate. 
are ſtiled in Scripture Gods, and the immediate 
Miniſters of God. Having therefore this Power 
by Divine Appointment, and repreſenting God 
in the Exercile of it; tis manifeſt their firſt and 
chicteſt Care, ought to be to imploy it in ad- 
vancing his Honor and Glory, from whom they 
received it, Power without Goodneſs, and Wil- 
dom not imployed in the promoting of Righte- 
ouſneſs, is the juſteſt Object of Mens Fear and 
Averſion: has 3 thoſe = are the Mmilſters 
of God in the exerciſe of Power, imitate him 
allo in that more lovely perfection of Goodneſs ; j 
and make it their principal Buſineſs to incourage 
that univerſal Virtue, the Eſtabliſhment of which 
in the World, is in the moſt acceptable manner 
fulfilling the Will of God, and promoting his 
Honor and Glory; then do they moſt eminently 
verify that Charager the Scripture gives of them, 

[ 


e 
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1 have ſaid ye are Gods, and ye are all the Children 
of the Moſt High. The Inſtructions upon this Head, 
given' by David in his dying Words, are very 
remarkable, 2 Sam. 23, 1. Theſe be the laſt Words 
of David: David the Son of eſſe ſaid ; and the 
Man who was raiſed 
the Cad of Jacob, and the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſracl 
ſaid ; The Sparit | 4 the Lord ſpake by me, and his 
Word was in ongue ; The God of Iſrael ſaid, 
the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me : He that ruleth over 
Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. He 
muſt Himſelf rule in the Fear of God; and he 
muſt make it his chief and principal Care, to cauſe 
Others to fear him likewiſe. Accordingly we find 
the principal part of the Character of all the good 


Kings of Judah, whole Hiſtory is related in Scrip- 


ture, taken from their Zeal to promote the Ser- 
vice and Worſhip of God, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of true Religion in their Kingdom. Many of the 
Methods they uſed, agreeable to the then preſent 
State and Circumſtances of Things, and to the 
extraordinary Commiſſions they had; are by no 
means indeed to be imitated under the Goſpel- 
State, or drawn into Example by the practiſe of 
Chriſtian Princes, who have no ſuch ſpecial and 
immediate Warrants from God: But in general 
it is ſtill their Duty, by all wiſe and Chriſtian 
Methods, 
and Deſign of the Goſpel, ro imploy the Power 


2 | and 


up on bigh, the Anoimed of 


by all Methods ſuitable to the Nature 
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and Authority God has given them, in promoting 
the Intereſt of true Religion, in incouraging Vir- 
rue and di Vice. It is ſtill true, that 
4 wiſe King ſcattereth the Wicked, and bringeth the 
Wheel over >» how, Prov. 20. 26. It is ſtill truc, 
that Rulers are not 4 Terror to good Works, but to 
the Eeul; that the Magiſtrate, ſupreme or ſubor- 
dinate, beareth not the Sword in vain ; for be is 

the Miniſter of God, a to execute Wrath up- 

on him that doth Evil, Rom. 13, 4; that he is 
God for the Puniſhment of evil doers, and for 

A Fra * 5 1 Pet. 2, 14. 5 

The only Caution here neceſſary to be us d, is, 

that true Religion, 1122933 

ipal Care of good Princes is to be imployed, 

* ys underſtood to conſiſt; not in Matters 

of Notion , Speculation, and Diſpute; not in Que- 

ſt ons of Controverſie, and uncertain Opinions ; 
not in Matters of mere Humane and Femporary Au- 
thority ; but in Obedience to the plain Precepts of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; in the great and Funda- 
mental Duties of Piety towards God, Righteouſ- 
neſs towards Men, and Tem m the Govern- 
ment of ourſelves ; ; on the Practiſe of which de- 
pends the Happineſs of this Life, and of that which 
is to come: And chat the things to be principally 
diſcouraged by them, are Protancneſs and Impic- 
ty, Unrighteouſneſs and Iniquity, Devauchery and 
all Immorality. 


Now 
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Now as tho ater - and Die ceation ot their Au. 


thore y ee ©: wile the End and De ſig u Of all 
Goverment good Pri+ ces to make the 
Promo! ng e u and Virtue among the Peo- 


pic, the bu and greatelt Care or the 
ultimate End * Deſi of all Government, is 
the Peace and Saſety, the Welfare and Proſpcri- 
ty of the Publick, of the Socicty or Community 
united under ſuch a Form of Government, Now 
tis manifeſt chat nothing promotes this great End, 
ſo much as the practiſe of Religion and true Vir- 
tue: For Virtue and a true ſenſe of Religion, ob- 
liges every Subject, every Member of the 
in whom it is .. it obliges him befere-band, 
by a much ſtronger and ſecurer Tic, to do all the 
{ame things freely and willingly , beartily and 
ſincerelß, in publick and in private - which 
the beſt and wileſt Laws can but compel 
thoſe who want ſuch a Senſe of Religion, to do 
xawillingly, ſlightly and ſuperficially, in pablick ap- 

pearance ouly, and in the fight of Men. Religion 
therefore and true Virtue, if they prevailed in 
the World, would obtain the tame End fully am 
fectually, which the beſt ard wiſeſt Laws can do 
but in part; and Laws ate made only to ſupply, 
in the belt manner they can, the want of true Re - 

ligion and. Virtue among Men. The Law is not 
made for a Righteons Man, but for the Lawleſs and 
Diſobedient, for the Ungodly and for Sinners, for the 


Unboly 
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Unholy n e, x Tim. 1. 9. For the 
ſame reaſons therefore that tis very neceſſary for 
the eſtabliſhment of Government in the 
World, that Men ſhould be perpetually under 
the reſtraint of wiſe and wholſom Lews : ; for the 
ſame reaſons it is much more deſirable, (and ought 
to be the great aim and deſign, the main and con- 
ſtant endeavour of thoſe in Power and Authority,) 
that Religion and true Virtue ſhould univerſally pre- 
vail ; the want of which only it is, that introdu- 


ces the neceſlity of any coercive Laws or Penalties 
at all. 


The Means by which good Princes are to pro- 
mote the Practiſe of true Religion in the World, 
is not, (as was before obſerved,) by putting dif 
ficulties upon ſuch as are weak or erroneous, in 
matters of Speculation and Diſpute, or in the Ex- 


ternals of Religion; but by ſecuring the Founda- 
2 of Virtue and good Manners, upon which 


ineſs of a Nation does mol immediately 
— 6 by maintaining the Honor of God, and 


keeping up a due on: and acknowled ene of 
his =. 3 tho in the Minds of Men; by preſer- 


ving Faithfulneſs and Truth, Integrity and Uncor- 
ruptneſs in the tranſacting and managing of all 
publick and private Affairs; and by effectually diſ- 
cout aging all Immorality and Debauchery, which en- 
feeble the Spirits, and deſtroy the Power and Ho- 


nor of a Nation. This is principally done by good 


Example : 
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Example, and by countenancing ſuch as are deſi» © 


rous to follow it: For as the Sun diffuſes Heat 
and Vigor, together with its Rays of Light, thro' 
the {patious Univerle; and inſenſibly promotes in 
all things, by its powerful influence, Lite and 
Growth, Motion and Action; ſo the Example of 
a pious Prince, gives far more countenance to Re- 
ligion, than the ſtricteſt Laws; encourages well- 
ditpoled Perſons, and gives Life and Spirit to all 
pious Deſigns ; makes Vice and Immorality a- 


ſham d to ſhow its Head; or at leaſt gives a check 


to the more open Profaneneſs, of ſuch as would 
publickly deſpiſe and throw Contempt upon Re- 
ligion: Whereas, on the , when the Su- 


Authority of a Nation, when the Light of 


the IWorld, is it (elf Darkneſs; how great muſt that 
Darkneſs be? when the Head is fick and the whole 
Heart faint, what Health and Soundneſs can the 
whole Body injoy f | 

But to procced : The neit means, by which 
good Princes may promote the intereſt of Religi- 
on, and the practiſe of Virtue in the World; next 
to the incouragement afforded by their own good 
E: ample ; is by taking all fit care, that Men be not 
corrupted in their fitſt Principles by Ignorance and 
grols Neglect, by Careleſneſs and want of due In- 
ſtruction. It is recorded of Jehoſaphat King of 7u 
dab, as a molt remarkable part of his good Cha- 
rafter, that be ſent to his Princes aud appointed 


{ evites 
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* Lewites and Prieſts to teach in the Cities of Judah; : 
and they had the Book of the Law of the Lord with | 
them, and went about thronghont all the Cities of Ju- 
dab, and taught the people; 2 Chr. 17, 7. And 
in this particular, as her preſent Maj 


jeſty has ex- 
ceeded the Piety even of the beſt and moſt religi- 
ous Princes among | 


her Predeceſſors, by conſidera- 
bly augmenting out of her own Revenue the main- 
—— of thoſe who by Divine Appointment are 
ſet apart to the Oſſice of teaching and inſtructing 
Men in matters of Religion; ſo That charitable 
diſpoſition, which ſeems daily to increaſe and 
ſpread in the Nation, of educating and inſtructing 
poor Children in the Principles of Religion, and 
in the Methods of Induſtry and honeſt Labor, it 
may reaſonably be hoped will contribute in due 
time to the accompliſhment of that Pro : 
that the Earth ſhall be full of the Knowlege of the 
Lord, as the Waters cover the Seas. 

2. It is obſerved in the Text, that the Effect 
of Princes making it their chicf care to promote 
the Intereſt of true Religion and Virtue ; is the 
Proſperity of Themſelves and their People. In every 
Work that he began, in the ſervice of the Houſe of 
God, and in the Law, and in the Commandments, 
to ſeek his God; be did it with all his Heart, and Pro- 
ſperd. In the parallel place, 2 Kings 18, 7, the 
Word Proſpered is thus more largely expreſſed; 
The Lord was with bim, and be proſpered whither- 
ſoever 


— 
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ſaver be went forth. We find in the Hiſtories boch 
of ancient and modern times, that it has ſometimes 


indeed happened. otherwile ; and that good and pi- 
ous Princes, have for the Sins and Iniquities of their 
People, or for other ſecret and wiſe Reaſons of 
Providence, been very unſucceſsful in their Affairs, 
and fallen under great Calamities; But generally 
ſpeaking, and in the uſual courſe of Providence, 
good and religious Princes have been bleſſed with 
Succeſs, and great Proſperity. And of this, there 
are two obvious reaſons. Firſt, the Natural Ten- 
dency of the thing it ſelt. When Princes govern 
in the Fear of God, according to Law and Equi- 
ty, being Miniſters of God to the People for 
good, and having no other Intereſt but the Wel- 
fare of the Publick ; Mercy and Truth will preſerve 
their Perſons, and their Thrones will be upholden by 
Mercy, Prov. 20, 28. When Kings become nur- 
fing Fathers, and Queens nurſing Mothers to the 
Church of God ; and che Example of their Vir- 
tue and Piety, renders them as conſpicuous as 
their high Station: the Hearts of the Subjects 
will naturally be filled with Love and Affection, 
with Eſteem and Veneration for them, as well as 
with a Senſe of Duty towards them; and the Au- 
thority they are veſted with, will be only ſuch a 
paternal Care, in the exerciſe of which they will 
juſtly be lookt upon and honored as attors. 
This is very clegantly cxprels'd by David in the 
D place 
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place before-cited ; where, "after theſe Words of 
He that ruleth over Mew muſt be juſt; 
ruling in the _ God, he immediately adds, 
And be fball be + Light of the Morning, when 
the Sun ariſes, even 4 without Clouds ; 47 
the tender Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth, by 
= ſhining after Rain, 2 Sam. 23, 4. When, 
of this, the Peo People obeys not on- 
ly for Fear, but alſo for Confciencelake ; | 
not for Conſcicnce-ſake onl , but alſo out of _ 
and Choice, in a Senſe their own Happineſs : 
when chey become unanimous in their Counſels 
and Defigns ; and every one, free from all Fear 
of any Incroachment upon their juſt Rights, their 
Liberties and Propertics, diſcharges his Duty in 
his proper Station with M and Cheerfulneſs: 
this, in the nature of things, will eſtabliſh a Go- 
verament with firmneſs ſecurity at home; and 
Dread and Terror, upon its — a- 
broad. Righteouſneſs, in the natural Fendency of 
the thing ſelf, will exalt 4 Nation; as, on the 
contrary, Sin "will be 4 Ref roch to any People. 
But /reondl, the Providence of God, does moreover 
in a iar manner moſt frequently concern it- 
ſelf, in bleſſing and proſpering the Deſigns of pi- 
. ous "Princes : The King that faithfully judges the 
* his Throne ſhall be eftabliſbed for ever, Prov. 
, 14. Notwithſtanding the greateſt natural Se- 
any from ſecond Cauſes, yet, except ihe Lord 
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- keep the City, the Watch-man Soldier may awake in : 
vain : Here therefore is the eſtabliſhment of the 
Throne of the Righteous ; that it is under the ſure 
protection of bim, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all. 
We read, 2 Chron 17, to, (where is ſet down 
the Character before-cited of Jeboſbapbat 
King of Judah; ) that the Lord was with him 


made no War againſt 
Nation enjoy at . this 


* 


ceſs he has ſet over us; in giving Her ſuch fig- 
nal Succeſſes againſt the common Enem 
may reaſonably hope will ſoon terminate, in a 
Sate, Honorable, and Laſting Peace. 
2. It remains in the Third and Laſt place, by 
way of Application, to confider briefly what the 
Duty of Subjects is, who have the Happineſs of 
living under ſuch Governors, as follow the Ex- 
ample, and anſwer the Character given of good 
King Hezekzab in the Text. 
And 1#. It is cheir Duty to return Thanks to 
God, for the Benefits they injoy, under the Hap- 
py Influence of a Pious Example and a Wile 
Adminiſtration. It is St Paul's Exhortation, not 
only to pra, but alſo to give thanks, tor Kings, 
and for all that are in Aaibority, as being thote 
I) 2 under 
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under whoſe Protection we lead 2 quiet and peacea- 
ble Life, and by whole Care we are incouraged 
to live 1 al. -Godlineſs. and Honeſty. To-be 
— to God, whoſe Inſtruments and Vice- 
pious Governors are, and whois there- 
oe in ti ro in a more eſpecial manner the 
Supreme Caule of the Bleſſings 
Their Hands; is ven- 
dring unto God the things that are Gods, at the 
ſame time that we make juſt Acknow ledgment to 
Ceſar of what is due to Ceſar. 
And as we muſt not be unthanktul to God, for 
— received; ſo we muſt take care, not — 
preſs our Joy and Gratitude in an improper manner. 
We muſt declare our Thankſulneſs, not by unſcemly 
Mirth,not in Rioting and Debauchery; but by the 
ſincere Practiſe of That Religion, the Preſervation 
of which is the Concluſion of all our Prayers : 
and by Ads of ſteddy Affection to That Govern- 
ment, the Support of which 1s the Foundation ol 
all our Ho 
2dly. It is the Duty of Subjects under pious 
Governors, not only to acknowledge, that ſeeing 
by Them they injoy great Quietneſs, and that <cry 
worthy Deeds are done unto the Nation by Their Fro- 
vidence, therefore they accept it . and in all 
places with all Thankfulneſs : But they muſt ſhow 
forth their real Gratitude, by imitation of the Ex- 
ample ſet them from the Tluone, and by a ſtrict 
Ob- 
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bauchery and Immorality, fo often recommended 
to them from thenee, as the only certain means 
of ſecuring the Continuance of the Favor and 
| Bleſſing of God, both upon them and their 

Prince: They muft ſhow forth their Grati- 
tade by uniting all Hearts and Hands to promote 
each in their Station with all Dili 
and Faithfulneſs, the and Honor of the 
Goverament; by laying aſide all private Animo- 
ſities and Contentions among themſelves, and 
by putting a ſtop (as much as in them lies) to 
af groundleſs ſealouſies and unreaſonable Su- 
ſpicions, which tend to abate Mens Affection 
towards their Governors, and to bring Diffi- 
culties upon the Adminiſtration of publick At- 
fairs. 

;dly. It is the Duty of Subjects under All, and 
much more under Pious and Religious Gover- 
nors, to offer up conſtantly for them, according 
to the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, Sepplications, 
Prayers and Interceſſtons ; That God would be 

leaſed to give them Underſtanding and Know- 
Baer, Strength and Ability, to go in and out he 
fore 4 great People; that he would enable them to 
bear the great Weight and Burden of Publick 
Buſineſs, aſſiſt them to undergo the manifold Dif- 
ficultics ariſing from the Uncertainties of all 
Human Affairs, and blefs them in all their Juſt 
Under 
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with Proſperity and Succeſs. God 
has hitherto bleſſed her preſent Majeſty with Un- 


lelled Succeſs, againſt the Common Enem 
y= Religion and Liberties : It i: Our Duty 
to Pray for a Continuation of the {ame Succels, 
till the War abroad ſhall be brought to its deſi- 
red Conclufion ; and that, after That, we may 
be made a happy People at home, by Peace and 
Unity and mutual Confidence among our lelves ; 
by. a firm Eſtabliſhment of the wiſe Conſtituti- 
on of our Government, for a S:cefſion ot many 
Generations; by a finccre Reformation of Man- 
| ſorts and degrees of Men; and 


.NETS 
23 Hearty Concern tor the great and 


weightier Matters of Religion, note than for 
things of Controverſy uncertain Diſpute: 
That Humility, Love and Peaccablenc!-, Righ- 
Equity, Diligence, Faithfulneſs 
and Truth, may poſſeſs the Hearts of Men 
of all Ranks and Conditions among us: That 


God would be pleaſed to inſpire Her w | 


with a diſcerning Heart, a wile and under - 
ing Spirit; to bleſs Her with Able Coun- 
ſellors, with Righteous and ſuſt Offers in all 
places of Truſt; with a Duiful and Ghedi- 


ent People: That the Qn may e in 
aby Strength, O Lord, and be exceed, lad 


of thy Salvation , That en mayeſt e l ler 
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of Her Lips: That thox mayeſt Her 


4 


with the Bleſſings of Goodneſs, and make her 


Honor great in thy Salvation, and crown Her 
with Glory and great Worſbip ; That thou 
give Her 4 long Life here, and a long- 


ppicr . hereafter, even for ever and 


mayeſt 
and 


cr 
ever. 
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